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integrity of the Empire, provided he himself was left in
peace in the Deccan, Most probably there was a hand of
Baji Rao in spreading this rumour in order to discredit
Nizamu'1-Mulk in the eyes of the Emperor and make him
unpopular among the Mughal chiefs of Northern India-
Baji Rao and^his agents were past-masters in this sort of
propaganda.They had done the same in the case of Sarbu-
]and Khan when Baji Rao invaded Gujerat, Sarbulanci
Khan was given to understand that the invasion of Guje-
rat was undertaken at the instigation of Nizamu'1-Mulk.
Some time before these rumours were widely circulated
in North India, so much so that Nizamu'1-Muik had to
clear his position in this connection in one of his letters
to the Emperor.1
After their consultations, Nizamu'1-Mulk and Muham-
mad Khan Bangash parted for their respective provinces,
promising to keep in touch with one another. Probably
Nizamu'1-Mulk on his way back was apprised of the
defeat and death of his ally, Trimbak Rao Dabhade, in
the battle of Dabhai. His project of presenting a common
front to Baji Rao was thus frustrated ; the latter being
too clever to allow the Senapati to join the forces of
Nizamu'1-Mulk and Muhammad Khan Bangash, a for-
midable combination the dangers of which were too
obvious to be neglected. Nizamu'1-Mulk was now
apprehensive that Baji Rao, whose pretensions, after his
victory over the Senapati, Trimbak Rao Dabhade, went
much beyond those which he had set up previously, might
turn towards Aurangabad. But Baji Rao was quick to
perceive the danger of undertaking such an expedition.
Muhammad Khan Bangash also, on his part, proved him-
self superior to his Maratha opponents in Malwa. His
son, Ahmad Khan Bangash reduced the fortresses of
Kalkl and Chakaldah on the right bank of the Narbada.
These forts were reputed as 'impregnable, surrounded
iGulshan-i-'Aj&ib; J. A. S. Bengal, 1878.